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THE CHALLENGE 
Responding to desertification by improving the 
efficiency of land management represents a 
crucial step towards social welfare in drylands. 
While science has made noticeable progress 
in aiding our understanding of the drivers and 
processes of desertification, local adoption of 
good practices, the exchange of experience 
and knowledge, and the incorporation of the 
human dimension in the solutions often remain 
limited. Two fundamental gaps stand out: 
Systematic evaluation of practices to combat 
desertification is still lacking, and the valuable 
local knowledge of those influenced by land 
degradation is too rarely fully considered.   
 
PRACTICE addresses this challenge integrating 
evaluation of prevention and restoration 
practices and knowledge exchange in a 
process defined by both scientists and 
stakeholders in an iterative manner.  
 
PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
The central goal of PRACTICE is to link science 
to society in order to share and transfer 
evaluation methods and practices to combat 
desertification. To pursue this goal, PRACTICE 
first aims to develop and implement an 
integrated evaluation tool to assess the 
effectiveness of prevention and restoration 
practices. Second, to develop translational 
science strategies and education material 
addressing and involving stakeholders at all 
levels, from farmers and local organisations to 
national and international bodies. Third, to 
create an international platform of long-term 
monitoring sites aimed at supporting future 
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synthetic analysis, improving the accessibility 
and use of long-term data,  and disseminating 
knowledge on best practices worldwide. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Two key activities of PRACTICE will be the 
establishment of a coordination platform, 
linking a variety of field sites for the long-term 
assessment of sustainable management and 

actions to combat desertification, and the 
definition of an integrated protocol for the 
assessment of these actions.  The assessment 
protocol will integrate ground-based and 
remote-sensing approaches, biophysical and 
socio-economic evaluation, and expert and 
local  knowledge. The protocol will be 
implemented in the field  to consistently 
document and  evaluate the effectiveness of 
prevention and restoration techniques and 
strategies. Finally, PRACTICE will link assessment 
and evaluation with training and education, 
adaptive management, and knowledge 
sharing and dissemination, by implementing 
innovative participatory approaches –involving 
all relevant stakeholders. 
 
EXPECTED RESULTS 
PRACTICE will collect and disseminate long-
term experiences and datasets on land 
restoration and sustainable management in 
various involved countries all over the world. 
An integrated method for the assessment of 
prevention and restoration practices will be 
developed, and will provide the basis for 

evaluating a wide diversity of actions to 
combat desertification, in a wide range of 
socio-economic, biophysical, and technical 
conditions. In addition, PRACTICE will facilitate 
the direct links between stakeholders through 
their involvement in the evaluation process, 
bridging the gap between research and 
practice. Integrated assessment of the 
efficiency of mitigation and adaptation 
techniques in the network of sites will foster 

feedbacks for proposing new actions to 
optimise prevention and restoration results, in 
the framework of adaptive management 
principles. 
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